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By: MaryKay Brady
Dear Friends, sponsors and
supporters:

It is with a high degree of re-
gret that | feel compelled to
write this article for the news-

letter.

Since October 2008 your offi-
cers and Board of Directors
have been struggling with New
Mexico State Parks to continue
our role as Friends of Rock-

hound State Park.

As a bit of background history
we were approached to form a
group in May, 2003. By March
of 2004 we had taken steps to
become a New Mexico non-
profit corporation and in Oc-
tober of 2004 our application
to operate as 501C3 was ap-
proved by IRS. We did not
receive our contract
(Cooperative Agreement) with
the State Parks until February
2005. We held our first public
meeting in March of 2005. We
began to work on our goals of
promoting, protecting and
preserving the Park through

education and sharing.
In October 2008 with our

Cooperative Agreement up for
renewal in March of 2009 a

agreement has been submitted
to us for approval. Rather we
have had to fall back and apply
for a Lease Agreement to run
the gift shop in the Visitor
Center, apply for and receive
liability insurance for this 13
square foot area, defend our
Bluegrass Festival from the use
of the
disclaim to attendants our
Sunday morning servicgVe
were ordered to replace over
300 posters that contained the
offensive word. If this program
continues we must provide a
$1,000,000 liability insurance
policy. We are making inquiries
into availability and cost at this
time.

We have been informed that
we will not be allowed to dis-
play the nativity scene during
the Holiday Lights program on
December 12th from 63 p m.
First United Methodist Church
will be permitted to provide
music as long as we do not
mention them in our advertis-
ing.

Some of you are aware of the
issue of the memorial stone for
Jim Brady. It was placed in the
garden by the tree donated in
his memory by Mountain
States Wholesale Nursery. It

dialogue was begun between us \ya5 determined to be too
and Santa Fe. As of this writing large, too soon (regulations

(December 24, 2009) no

Voice your Opinion

If you wish to voice your opin-
ion about what is happening with
the friends group here are some
of the people that you can email.

darcie.schalip@state.nm.\&he is
in charge of the Friends groups

rolf.hechler@state.nm.us
Boss of Region 3 (our area)

Dave.simon@state.nm.us
State Parks Director

Joanna.prukop@state.nm.
Cabinet Secretary

Fut ur

require the party to be de-
ceased for 2 years) and no
examination of worthiness and
interpretive value had been
done. The stone was summa-
rily placed in the garage of the
Park on a two wheel cart and
covered by a blanket. | re-
quested that it be given to me

t er m 0 g ofa prepér&torage il and i& n d

the required approvals were
met. Kevin Hansen, Interpreta-
tive Ranger, was given the
unenviable task of justifying the
memorial. After extensive
interviews and research, he put
together a letter for Mr. Dave
Simon, State Park Director, to
present to Joanna Prukop,
Cabinet Secretary, to secure
this required approval. Ap-
proval of the memorial stone
and wording was received
October 28th. Currently the
stone is awaiting the correc-
tion by New Mexico Granite
and Marble and then will be
returned to its proper location

by the tree.

While | have sent a copy of

this to the Board members,
these are my words and my
words alone. | have tried to
state the facts. Sadly, | am very
uncertain as to the future of

the Friends group and its pro-

grams.

Bill.richardson@state.nm.us
Governor

Or write;

New Mexico State Parks
1220 South St. Francis Drive
P.O. Box 1147

Santa Fe, NM 87504
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Photo by Ron Wolfe

L
worthless, but
aker for January will be Jerry
because [hey aﬁlﬁ;an. He will share information
p f r o n2010 from 57PM.
s e r i eFebruary 24,2010 at 10:00AM

Luaminaries Light up Rockhound State Park

_ Twenty—-eight-v 1
came together ] S-
day, December 9, 2009 to

ke the sg@k

Tumine .
Tequired for the annual™*
i Christmas Luminaries dis-
| play at Roekhound State
Park. They worked tire-
lessly to fold, put sand, and
candles in the sacks neces-

sary for the display.

The park was lit up on Saturday
December 12th from 6 to 8

PM. with the beautiful luminar-
ies. The weather flawlessly
cooperated this year to make

Friend®aEutmermb&rbsendds
recelve no pay.

Regul ar
group will resume on Wednes-

Not because: day, sanuary 27,2010. The
as board will have their meeting at
t he + b:006% and the regular meeting

will be at 10:00AM with a guest
speaker at 10:15AM. The

and stories
Apacheri aé
the Desert Exposuaad other

magazines.

Around the Park

As you have already read, the
Cooperative agreement between
the State of New Mexico and the
Friends of Rockhound State Park
is still in being negotiated.
Robert Apodaca reported at the
October meeting that it was
nearly done. However, the

status of it still remains in doubt.

The Interior Secretary of New
Mexico has approved of the

the event a success.

Sally Allen, Friends of Rock-
hound State Park viegresident
sai d, 0This was
ever because the lighting of the
labyrinth made this year even

more beauti ful

The event started with the light-
ing of the luminaries. The park
staff distributed the them and
the local 4 H Clubs lit them.

The United Methodist Church
provided music for the event and
the Friendos
coffee, hot chocolate, apple

cider, and baked goodies also.

Fl oridads
activity in our area. He will
discuss the tours that he guides

as well.

The Friends group will host the
First Friday event at the Cham-
ber of Commerce February 5,

will be the annual meeting and
election of officers. At that time
the board will discuss past and

stone for Jim Brady. Drafts have
been sent to Dave Simons, the
head of New Mexico State Parks
for his approval. He will be
choosing how the stone will be
placed and what will be engraved

on it.

Robert and his crew are working
on putting benches around the
labyrinth. There will be several.
One will be at the entrance and

. Othe East to the Christ child. No

g r ofventwas cempletyVie @ope

Event s

me et i n g s Hehas made many trips into thed &fsture events and there will be
st udy i gh@lectioR 6f offedtsa ¢ h e

Luminaries have a long history in
the Christian religion. The word
l umi nary means,
Traditionally the luminary display
fegte8entBdrR btar & f fip
the sky at Chri
pointed the way for the kings of

luminary display would be com-
plete without the Nativity scene.
The display of the Nativity scene
was in doubt this year. MaryKay
Brady was able to convince the
State of New Mexico to allow
the Nativity. Thanks to her the

that you came out to enjoy the
Luminaries and have a great

holiday season.

On March 31, 2010 there will be
a regular meeting. The board
will again meet at 9:00AM and
the regular meeting will be at
10:00PM. No speaker is set at

this time.

Remember 2010 dues are pay-
able.

others will be near the center of
it.

Please make sure to make your
voice known to State Parks if
you wish for the Friends group
to continue. With state budget
cuts the park depends on us now|
more than ever to provide for
repairs and other bills in con-
junction with park operations. If
we have pride in our park we

need to speak out.
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The special guest speaker for the
October meeting was Sherry
Robinson. She came to us from
the New Mexico Humanities
Council to share with us her

book O0Apache

Sherrie became interested in the
Apaches from an Indian Medicine
Woman called Eva Ball. Eva had
started work on the history of

the Apaches but was unable to
finish it. Sherrie has continued

Evads wor k.

The Apaches are a very interest-
ing people. They are considered
intelligent with a dark since of
humor. They are arrogant be-
cause they thought they were
smarter than other Indians and

they hated lying.

Peter and Polly Edmunds Head Border Partners

Some members of the Friends
group feel a special calling to
help better our community.
Two such people are Peter and
Polly Edmunds who founded a
non-profit organization called

Border Partners in 2008.

They founded Border Partners in
response to the high unemploy-

County and Palomas, Mexico.
0Drug warsoé6 on
side have also left many families

—

Voi ces.

grieving, without money, and
destitute. After a meeting with
families in Palomas, the Edmunds
decided to do something to

meet the urgent need of the

folks in that community and to
help improve the lives of people

in the Deming area.

They decided to start a nen
ment and low paying jobs in Luna profit organization that could
encourage the development of
businesses by providing educa-
tion and resources to individuals

Apache Voices

Apache children were raised
like Olympic athletes. They
were told to run for miles
before breakfast and they
were taught to go without

ofood or water for days.

All boys were to become
warriors. The boys would
accompany the men on
raids four times. If they
conducted themselves well

they became warriors.

Girls could also become
warriors. Their job was to
defend the camp.

The Apaches were very
conservative. The women
covered themselves from
head to toe and the boys
and girls were kept sepa-

and use less water.

Ron Wolfe takes Aerial Photos of the Park

Ron Wolfe, our local photogra-
pher, took aerial pictures of
Rockhound Park and the sur-
rounding area on October 1,

2009.

The Piper Cub from Desert
Aviation took off from the Dem-
ing Airport at about 8:15 A.M.
on October 1st. Ron was on-
board to take photos of the
newly constructed labyrinth,

Spring Canyon, Rockhound
Park, and the Deming area.

The wind was very strong
that day, so the small air-
plane was unable to get
close to the ground. The
pilot flew Ron over Spring
Canyon first hoping the
morning sun would eventu-
ally calm the wind near
Rockhound. The pilot made

rate.

The Apaches are considered the
black hole of archeology. Be-
cause they were nomadic and
lived in small groups, very little is
known about them. They were
very warlike and were at war
with other Indian tribes for over

300 years.

Geronimo was the last chief of
the Apaches. He was controver-
sial among his own people be-
cause he took some of them to
Mexico at gun point where they
were cornered in an arroyo for

days by the Mexican Army.

The Apaches lived the Indian life
the longest of any Indian tribes,
but were finally defeated by the
whites. Ignorant bureaucracy in
Washington lead to the death of
many Apache. Their legacy lives

and small groups. These busi-
nesses would provide work and
promote the use of sustainable
technologies that saved money

Their first projects were low

cost solar ovens and a sewn
product that could be made at
home by the women of Palomas.
Visit www.borderpartners.org
and see what the Edmunds are
doing and see what they are

selling on their website.

several passes over Spring Can-
yon and allowed Ron to get sev-

eral great aerial photos. Then
they returned to Rockhound

of the

Park. The Cub was still being
pushed all over by the wind, but
Ron still got some great photos

labyrinth and the visitors center.

They were in the sky only 50
minutes but Ron was still able to




